
Now it is time to look forward to the future! ByDecember,
5-9, 2004 inMérida, México, we will certainly have other
great congress, the 9th Latin American Congress on
Organic Geochemistry. Please, see more comments in
the following pages within this ALAGO Newsletter. To
become more effective the communication, all the
pertinent information about the congress will be available
also on the web, including the structure and the main
topics of the congress, due dates for abstract submission,
addresses, how to reach there, where to stay, tour
opportunities, and an overview about the history of the
place.Nevertheless, formore information you can contact
Francisco Fuentes Pacheco (ffuentsp@pep.pemex.com),
Mario A. Guzmán Vega (maguzman@imp.mx) or J.
Alejandro Morelos Garcia (morelos01@sbcglobal.net).

Closing these considerations I would like to express
my deepest gratitude for our Administrative Boarding,
the Secretary, the Editor of the Revista Latino-
Americana de Geoquímica Orgânica, the Directors,
the affiliates and sponsors that have helped our ALAGO
to be stronger. We sincerely hope to have contributed
for ALAGO evolution, and we would like to wish good
luck and great realizations for the next managers of
ALAGO.

EUGENIO VAZ DOS SANTOS NETO

President of ALAGO
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9th Latin American Congress on Organic
Geochemistry
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y the end of the present year, the current
Administrative Board of ALAGO will complete
its term. Therefore, one of the most important

things during 2004 is to develop a smooth process of
succession. Within the next few weeks we are
triggering the election process among our affiliates,
with the call for candidates. We intend to keep
updated the ALAGO community spreading the word
through the web, in addition to information by mail.
So, we strongly advise you all to read our messages
regularly by consulting our site www.alago.com.br.

One of the most important achievements obtained by
ALAGO during this term was the realization of our 8th

Latin American Congress in Cartagena de Indias
(Colombia), during October 20-24, 2002. In addition to
the high scientific quality of the papers and the excellent
organization, the pre-Congress courses were very
interesting, and the field trip to the reef complex of �Islas
del Rosario� was unforgettable. We would like to thank
the Colombian affiliates for this nice job, especially the
chairmanCesarMora, his colleagues, and all the sponsors.
Other important goal was the publication of the �Revista
Latino-Americana de Geoquímica Orgânica�, volume
6, that very appropriately was distributed in Cartagena
during the 8th ALAGO Congress. However, we could not
print out other volumes, as it was our desire, because
there was no continuous flux of papers for ensuring a
more periodical publication.

News from Cuba, Venezuela and Brazil



9th Latin American Congress on
Organic Geochemistry
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Get Acquainted with the Host City of the Next Alago Meeting

Mérida � The capital of the state of Yucatán, was
officially founded by the Spaniards in 1542, on what was
the indiginous Ichcaanziho town. Because of its white
buildings (it is known as the �White City�) and
architecture, it was named for Mérida, in southern Spain.
The city gradually spread to engulf surrounding villages,
each one still proud of its church and plaza. Three of the
seven ancient gates remain to mark the original
bounderies of the city.

Mérida today is a modern city, always with an eye to its
Mayan and Spanish past. The charm of its architecture,
the hospitality of its people and its quite unique cuisine
and handicraft are world-renowned. Its geographical
location also makes it ideal for excursions, either to

Caribbean beaches or the amazing archeological remains
that are all within a few hour�s reach.

For example, Chichenitza needs no introduction, as it
represents the most intact and impressive remains of the
Mayan civilization. Frequent battles resulted in a mixture
of architectural styles, both Mayan and Toltec. It was
here that human sacrifices were carried out. Here are
the courts in which a bloody version of soccer was played.
Games can still be watched today, but without the blood,
of course! An interesting feature is the Castle, which is
in fact, a solar calendar with 21 steps. The calendar is
measured by the shadows cast by the sun each day.

Other impressive sites includes Oxkintok, built around
1250 A.D. and Ek Balam, meaning �Black Jaguar�, which
dates from the year 400 B.C..

The Mayans still exist. There are somewhere between 4
and 6 million of them, speaking about 30 dialects and
still preserving their way of life and the spiritual impulse
which drove them to build such astonishing monuments.
All this can be appreciated in comfort in the modern, yet
very ancient city of Mérida.

5-9 december 2004

Mérida, Yucatán, México

Main Themes: Petroleum Systems, Analysis of Plays,
Reservoir Characterization, Coal, Environmental and
Biogeochemistry

August 20-28, 2004
Florence, Italy

General Symposium G-04.05
�ORGANICGEOCHEMISTRY�

The General Symposium G-04.05 �ORGANIC

GEOCHEMISTRY� is being organized by Luiz Trindade
(Petrobras) and Paul Farrimond (University of Newcastle).
Papers covering the areas of Petroleum Geochemistry,
Environmental Geochemistry, Geochemical Processes and

Analytical Developments will be presented in oral and
poster sessions.

First and Second Circulars for the Congress are available
at the 32nd IGC website at http://www.32igc.org/home.htm.

Further information please contact:

32nd IGC - International Geological Congress

LUIZ TRINDADE
luizt@cenpes.petrobras.com.br

PAUL FARRIMOND
paul.farrimond@newcastle.ac.uk



NEWS FROM CUBA

Organic Geochemistry in Cuba: Challenges and Advances
the crude oil. Sedimentation
environments have also been defined.
The correlation between the source
rocks and oils, and finally the
definition of the existing oil deposits,
have also been carried out.

The geochemistry of reservoirs has
also seen great progress and today
contributes to the decrease in
engineering on-the-job risks at
deposits.

At the present moment, Cuba�s
CEINPET is collaborating with the
Instituto Superior Politécnico José
Antonio Echevarría in a Master�s
course in Petroleum Geology,
which recently awarded degrees to
12 professionals coming from
different companies and
organizations of the petroleum
sector. Organic geochemistry has
proved to be a highly sought-after
discipline by postgraduates. In
fact, three of these wrote their
theses on this subject, which also
found its way into other
dissertations.

ALAGO NEWSLETTER 3

The technical competitiveness
amongst this small group of
geochemistry is due, in no small
part, to the unconditional
collaboration of ALAGO which,
since 1992, the date at which we
first participated in a Latin-
American Organic Geochemistry
Congress in Manaus, Brazil, put us
in direct contact with the
international geochemistry
community and with that of Latin-
America in particular.

Many members of this organization
have provided valuable support for
our development, as have
institutions of recognized
international prestige, amongst
them being the CEGEQ of CENPES,
the Central University of
Venezuela, the PDVSA � INTEVEP
and the French Petroleum
Institution, among others.

For more information, please contact:
OLGA PASCOAL FERNÁNDEZ and
JOSÉ ORLANDO LÓPEZ QUINTERO

jorlando@ceinpet.cupet.cu

rganic geochemistry directed
towards operations of
exploration and production in

Cuba has achieved some quite
remarkable results in the last half
decade. In our country, this
discipline is developed by the
CEINPET � The Center for
Petroleum Investigation, an
institution responsible for offering
solutions to the petroleum sector,
most specifically CUPET � The
Cuba-Petroleum Union.

Geochemical knowledge of crude oils
has grown considerably throughout
the country. Knowledge concerning
source rocks has also grown, although
to a lesser extent. This has become
clear by the increase in the use of this
discipline on the part of explorers and
deposit engineers and the ever-
increasing confidence that has been
displayed. The oils have been
genetically classified and the
generation time have been
established, along with their
tendencies of maturation and other
factors that might affect the quality of

etroleum has, for many years,
been one of the sources of
economic revenue, which has

resulted in the need to increase the
training of personnel able to deal with
situations arising from the exploration
and production of hydrocarbons and
thus, add practical solutions that
promote a better development of the
industry as a whole. Specialists in
hydrocarbon geochemistry have made
a great contribution in resolving
specific problems in the various fields
related to petroleum geochemistry,
which therefore represents a way of
tackling any situation which may
come up with greater effectiveness,
since, as a specialist, he would have
the basic training required to

understand and research into the
various geochemical processes related
to the activities of the petroleum
industry.

A profile of the post-graduate: The
post-graduate will be a professional
prepared to participate in
multidisciplinary teams for the
exploration and production of
hydrocarbons. He would contribute
by taking an active part in the
planning and gathering of
geochemical information. He would
be able to interpret data and their
relationship with data acquired
from other fields, such as geology
and the engineering of mineral
deposits.

General Aim: The training of
professionals for carrying out
operations in the technical field of
hydrocarbon geochemistry.

Specific Aims: The training of
professionals able to transfer their
knowledge and skills for the
solution of problems related to
organic geochemistry, in particular
in petroleum geochemistry, in the
exploration of hydrocarbons and the
geochemistry of deposits (both
exploitation and production).

For more information, please contact:

LILIANA LÓPEZ
llopez@strix.ciens.ucv.ve

The Central University of Venezuela:
Specialization in Hydrocarbon Geochemistry

NEWS FROM VENEZUELA
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Organic Geochemistry at
the LENEP/UENF

PRESIDENT

Eugenio V. dos Santos Neto
(PETROBRAS/CENPES)

SECRETARY

Maria Regina B. Loureiro (UFRJ)

DIRECTORS

Argentina:Hector Villar (CIRGEO)
Brazil: Jari N. Cardoso (UFRJ)
Colombia: Cesar Mora H.(ECOPETROL)
Cuba: José Orlando López Q.(CUPET)
Mexico: Noel Holguín Q.(PEMEX)

Demétrio SantaMaria O.(IMP)
Venezuela:Liliana López (UCV)

Margarita Alberdi (INTEVEP
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REPRESENTATIVES OF ALAGO

U.S.A.: Rudolf Jaffé
(Florida International
University)
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(Universidat de Barcelona)
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Henrique Luiz B. Penteado
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NEWS FROM BRAZIL

he Laboratory of
Engineering for Petroleum

Exploration and Production of
the State University of the North
of Rio de Janeiro � UENF, is
located in Macaé, in the State of
Rio de Janeiro, where Petrobras
oversees an extraction of
petroleum that represents 80% of
national production. LENEP is a
pioneer in Brazil in the field of
petroleum engineering and has
qualified 8 groups of engineers in
the exploration and production of
petroleum, totaling 88
professionals.

One of the sectors of LENEP is that
of geology and geochemistry which,
besides managing the post-
graduation course, is involved with
research for theses, both for Masters�
Degrees and PhDs. Moreover, it
undertakes specific projects
requested by governmental bodies
that provide finance for research.

The laboratories at LENEP include
a state-of-the-art laboratory for
organic petrography and another
for extraction and liquid and gas
chromatography coupled with mass
spectrometry, aimed at organic
geochemical research and applied
to the exploration and production
of petroleum and also to the
environment. Three theses for the
Masters� Degree and one for a PhD
have already been completed and
published:

�A Geochemical Model for the
Migration Process of Hydrocarbons
and the Filling of a Reservoir
under Thermal Variations�.
(Masters� Dissertation � 2001)

Processes in the Bioremediation
in the Mitigation of Environmental
Impact Caused by Chance Oil-
spills in the Campos Basin �
Laboratorial Experiments. (Masters�
Dissertation � 2001)

Evaluation of the Origin of
Hydrocarbons in Superficial
Sediments in Mangroves in the
Northern Region of the Todos os
Santos Bay in Bahia. (Masters�
Dissertation � 2003)

Development of Bioremediatory
Methods Applied to Oil-spills in
Seawater � Laboratorial Tests.
(PhD Thesis � 2003)

Two further theses are due to be
defended in 2004 and 2005:

The Characterization of
Reservoirs through Joint
Geochemistry, Geophysics and
Sedimentology. (Masters� Degree)

Evaluation of the Time of
Permanency of Sea Petroleum
Judged by Geochemical
Parameters. (PhD Theses)

For more information, please
contact:

JORGE ALBERTO TRIGÜIS
triguis@lenep.uenf.br


